intimately. He completed the conquest of their hearts by
refusing to dine in state in his cabin, preferring informal
conversation and a regular seaman's food,

As the fleet came into Dover harbour, the sands were
black with people come to watch the King set foot on
English soil. But there was little ceremony here. Charles
came ashore to find Monk at the head of a crowd of distin-
guished citizens to welcome him. The General dropped to
his knees before the man he had restored to three thrones,
but the King graciously raised him, thanked him for his
services and conferred a knighthood as earnest of his in-
tentions to do more. Then his Majesty was hurried away
through lanes of cheering people to begin a triumphal
progress towards London. He did the proper thing by the
civic officials of Dover and then took the road for Canter-
bury, meeting on the way many of the troops of cavalry
that had ridden against him at Worcester. But now they
pressed their lips to the hilts of their sabres and waved
the blades in salute as he passed.

** I was so tormented with businesse at The Hague,"
Charles wrote to his sister Henriette from Canterbury,
" that I could not write to you before my departure, but
I left orders with my sister to send you a small present from
me, which I hope you will soon receave. I arrived yesterday
at Dover, where I found Monk with a great number of
the nobility, who almost overwhelmed me with kindnesse
and joy for my returne. My head is so dreadfully stunned
with the acclamations of the people and the vast amount of
businesse, that I know not whether I am writing sense or
nonsense. Therefore pardon me if I say no more than that
I am entirely yours."

The deafening acclamations of the people were to con-
tinue until he became inured to them. At Rochester he
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